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apprehensions.'8 As Mercier pointed out, they had stated their
differences and at that stage it was unnecessary and undesirable
to underline them.

The Conference reassembled in the evening to read and pass
the Minutes.

Official Reports and Comptes Rendus have the defect of im-
perfecdy conveying the temper of the proceedings which they
profess to record. This was something which, as Halifax com-
plained, "was deeply imprinted on the minds of those present,
but unhappily did not find its way into the correspondence of
those who were not there and only read the accounts. Keen as
at times had been the exchange of argument during the Fourth
Conversation, particularly when Gore and Batiffbl were in en-
counter, nothing had disturbed the harmony of the gathering or
the mutual regard of its members. They no longer met as the
semi-official representatives of separated Churches; they had
become friends; and outside the conference room they would
chaff each other with something approaching the freedom of an
ordinary house-party. The Frenchmen, Dr. Frere tells us, led
the way, 'Portal with a rich but very quiet humour, Batifibl
very sparkling and brilliant/

Dr. Frere goes on to relate one trifling but illuminating in-
cident.

I remember going out with Bishop Gore for a short walk before
our morning meeting; as we got outside we found a Rogationtide
procession on its way through the parish. So we joined in and fol-
lowed for some time until it was time to get back to our gathering.
At dejeuner subsequendy Batiffol said to the Cardinal, 'Emin-
ence, do you know that there were two Anglican Bishops follow-
ing in the Rogationtide procession this morning?*

The Cardinal in his grave way said, 'Then indeed we are com-
ing nearer to unity/

*Ycs,* said Batiffol, *but does your Eminence know that they
didn't follow the procession the whole way?*